Postgraduate programs in molecular epidemiology.
Molecular epidemiology is a new field that has recently emerged from the integration of molecular biology into epidemiologic research. As yet, few countries have significant capabilities in molecular epidemiology due to a lack of trained molecular epidemiologists, and a shortage of necessary equipment and supplies. Thus, there is a great need for: 1) training in methods for integrating molecular biology and human genetics into epidemiology and public health, and 2) advanced biotechnology equipment, reagents and supplies for molecular analyses of potential genetic and environmental risk factors. The International Molecular Epidemiology Task Force (IMETAF) was established in 1993, and is actively contributing to the development of training programs, as well as effective technology transfer in several countries. This paper focuses on approaches for enhancing training opportunities in molecular epidemiology, many of which are being supported by IMETAF.